Starting A Career As A Massage Therapist

For those looking for independence and a self-fulfillment, becoming a massage therapist in a bad economy might be one of the most rewarding and
lucrative career choices you could make. However, getting certified as a massage therapist is more than learning how to rub someone's shoulders; it
requires a considerable amount of training and instruction. Hard work and a passion to help people are just two characteristics needed for people who
are looking to establish themselves as trustworthy and successful masseuses. In order to gain credibility among your local health professionals and
massage therapist peers you must have the credentials and experience necessary to avoid any legal or professional problems associated with
misrepresentation. You must fully understand your jurisdictions licensing and insurance requirements and be ready, willing and able to fulfill all require
actions for business. Most of the licensing bodies throughout the USA will require a certified school administer classes and instruction for aspiring
masseuses. There is a large boom in online training and college courses that are being advertised all over the internet. Be wary of these programs
offering accelerated courses at deeply discounted rates as they could very well be a scam. Contact your local career centers, or universities to get
information on where to go for certification. Setting up an informational interview with a masseuse already in business is a great way to get relevant
info as well. Once you are enrolled in a massage therapy licensing program, it's a good idea to start thinking about how to do business once you get
out. Do you want to work for someone else who is already established or do you want to strike out on your own? There is considerable risk with
starting your own massage therapy business, but the potential reward is great too. Many of local entrepreneurs own their own practice and are
successful, so the market probably could very well be in place for your business. Becoming a certified massage therapist is only the first part in
having a successful career. Establishing and maintaining a client base for a massage therapy business takes a bit of time and effort as well. Other
health professionals likely grow their business both by word of mouth and other creative marketing tactics. The hard work and dedication that go into
making a good name for yourself need to be promoted to the community so that when someone comes to you for a massage, they'll be so happy with
the service and care they received that they'll tell others. Advertising through local newspapers, magazines, and yellow pages and even online is also
a great way to differentiate yourself from your competitors and expand your services to a bigger market. Having a targeted and professional message
gives you greater power and control over your business. It is important to stress the fact that your massage therapy business is certified, licensed and
legitimate to separate yourself and your business name from the people out to make a quick buck. Being confident, enthusiastic, passionate and
outgoing about your business will only make people you meet want to try your services and recommend you to their friends and family more. Besides
the control of your own career path, owning and running your own massage therapy business offers a rewarding opportunity to help people who are
experiencing pain and discomfort or simply want to unwind and escape from their stressful lives. As your business and client base start to grow doing

something you love, you'll likely never regret leaving the rat race to pursue your dreams of opening your own massage therapy business.
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